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The German Government's Repue
diation of Lawlessness.

The German Government's repudia-
tlon of lawless acts committed in this
country In its behalf and of their au-
thors 18 Inspired by wisdom and ut-
tered at an opportune moment. That
Berlin has been ignornnt of all the
{11 advised enterprises conducted in
the United States with a plan to In-
juring the enemies of the Central
Empires will be difficult to belleve,
in view of the evidence brought out
in recent criminal actions; but it is
easlly credible that overzealous sub-
ordinates have abused thelr commis-
glons, and that volunteers more loyal
than the king have embarked on
projects that would never have re-
celved official sanction. Moreover, the
unconquerable disposition of America
to think well of Germany will operate
powerfully in hehalf of acceptance of
the proclamation of denunciation in
cordiality and good will,

If it gives testimony to recognition
in the German capital of the influence
exertedd In this country by factors
other than British malice and Amer-
fean ignorance and greed, to which
every exhibition of dissatisfaction
with Teutonie bebavior has heretofore
heen attributed, this disavowal may
mark the beginning of improvement
in the relations between the two coun-
tries,  That improvement is sincerely
desired by every Amerlean.

Meanwhile, the protection of Amer-
iesn lives and the safeguarding of
American property are the tasks of
the U nited States, amd the attitude
of « townrd violence and dis.
affect the duty of our
nuthorities, ‘The eriminal prosecutions
now in progress and contemplated
must he conduected vigorously, The
more niljustments that fall
ontside the jurisdiction of the Depart-
ment of Justice must not be allowed
to lng. The public demands that the
country he cleared of conspirators, no
matter what thelr inspiration may be,
and that the campnign agalnst the
peace and safety of the United States
that has been In progrees for months
shall be hronght to an end.
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Feeding Prisoners of War.

Among the few beneficent ineldents
of the great European war may be
mentioned lnvestigations on a larger
ecale than 1s possible In normal times
of the food problem, which has be-
come acutely dominanot in Germuny.

In a recent letter the Berlin cor
respondent of the Jowrnal of 'the
American Medical Association says
that Professor BACKHAUS, who was
appointed by the Government to In.
vestigate the complaints of prisoners
regarding thelr food, had made a com-
plete report, after the number of pris
oners had exceeded a mlillon. A nor-
mal feeding standard was fixed upon,
which called for sufficient nourish-
ment in three dally meals, on the
basis of the requirements of an adult
man engaged in light labor. Since the
guantity of albumen, in meats and
other foods, imported since the
beginning of the war had been neces-
earlly reduced over 25 per cent. and
that of fat nearly 80 per cent., it be-
onme necessary to reduce these im-
portant elements somewhat below the
normal dlet. As it was found that
the amount furnished was barely suf-
fictent for the prisoner after he had
recuperated somewhat from the ex-
haustion of the enmpaign, those pris-
oners who were enguged in physieal
Lo hor recelved 10 per cent. increase on
this diet, and those at hard lnbor who
were receiving pay were at llberty to
purchuse additional food.

Pvery month meuus were submitted
toaedopt the food to the requirements

il hnhits of different nationalitles,

o thot weadundly It was ascertalned
frour M menus submitted that de-
splte the hizh prices of food the cost
conld he redueed from 15 eents which
the contractors had charged to 13.5

cents exelnsive of hread, A menu that
satl<fied o Frenchman did not sult n

itus=tan at all: other conditlons also

presenged diffienlt problems, and these
were solved by giving weakly courses
of instruction in the preparation of

foods to kitchien subalterns, hy estab-
HNshing central purchnsing depots for
gtaple foods and by eliminating spec-
ulation, which really eaused the ap-
parent kcurcity of food, The dally
EAVIng  soon mmounted 1o 100,000
marks, or £25,000, The cost was low-
ered 20 per eent.,, while food was fur-
nished that was acceptable to the
mixed nssemhinge of prisoners,

The brend and milk eards tasued by
the-authorities also restrict wasts and
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oxtravagance in the use of these
fmiportant articles of sustenance.

The detalls are vot of Immediante
value to otnr own population, since the
composition of these menus differs
from those In vogue In this country,
but a valuable lesson is to be derived
from these observations in that by
Judiclous applieation of honesty and
#kill in the purchase and preparation
of food enormous waste may, as THE
Su~ has often polnted out, be avolded
in elvilian life without ignoring the
demands of individual taste.

Pot Ple Is an Admirable Dish.

A lamentable tale exudes from the
active wireless installation of the Ox-
ear 11. Certaln of its passengers,
less severely affficted than others, re-
sent the denunciatory outgivings of
thelr fellows addressed to President
WiLsox because of his plea for pre-
paredness. The pligrimage may sus-
taln a fracture at the first point of
debarkation. A portion or tne de-
termined band may return to this
country without witnessing the un-
manning of the trenches. And what
shall become of the dove?

Will that imperilled bird be re-
tained by the almoner of the expedi-
tion as legitimately his property?
Wil it be consigned to the care of
those who press forward? Wil it be
entrusted to those who sorrowfully
return? Or is its fate to be dlssec-
tion naccording to the numerical
strength of the conflicting parties
and division between them? Or will
some {inspired chef seize upon the
dove, relleve it of its terrors, and
sorve it iIn a pot ple to the dis-
traught inmates of the Oscar II.7

The War’s Immigration Problem.

In anticipation of the return of
peace an inquiry Is to be made hy
the Chamber of Commerce of the
United States to ascertain what im-
migration may then be expected from
Europe. The cooperation of the rall-
road passenger agents of the country
will be solicited, because they are in
close touch with local representatives
of the transatlantic steamship compa-
nies. It is suggested by the Chamber
of Commerce that the passenger
agents circulate a seriea of questions
the answers to which may at least
Indicate what the immigration drift
will be,

There is probably no better way to
get what may be called surface indl-
cations, and yet it 1s not wholly sat-
Isfactory, since there Is scarcely a
poor family in Eurepe that with its
men folk at the front or under arms
is giving much thought to the future.
These are some of the questions to be
asked: Is money being saved at the
present time to assist relatives and
friends to come to America after the
war; does correspondence with Eu-
rope disclose a general desire among
the working people to emigrate; will
those desiring to come to America he
tillers of the soll or factory opera-
tives ; in addition, what will the move-
ment be of aliens back to Europe.

The Inquiry is one of supreme im-
portance to the Industries of the
United States, including agriculture,
rallroad bullding and public works.
Before the war labhor here, unskilled
labor particularly, was by no means
abundant. Many thousands, a great
host in fact, of unskilled foreign la-
borers who did the heavy work of
pick and shovel for the rallronds,
contractors and municipalities went
back to Europe at the outbreak of
tha war to serve with the colors.
Their places have not been filled.
With the general revival of Industry,
something like a hoom no doubt, that
will follow the declaration of peace
the demand for laborers, skilled and
unskilled, will probahly be greater
than this country has ever known be-
fore; but will not the demand for
labor In the Europenn countries be
even greater?

In America we are not ahle to un-
derstand how war-devastated Europe
can ever again hold out attractions
to people who have to earn thelr
bread by the sweat of their brows.
But love of the sofl and attachment
to locality will still be strong after
the war, and {f living conditions
promiss an improvement the desire
to emigrate, even to America, may
not prove all powerful. Perhaps the
manner of the ending of the war
may he a factor in the emigration
problem. If the Quadruple Entente
fights 1t out to a finish and triumphs
decisively, militarism will no longer
he a present menace to peace and in-
dustry In Europe. May it not be
supposed :hat with such an ending of
the war the emigration movement
would be moderate?

The Theatre Ticket Agaln.

Evidently the economic reasons for
the existence of the cut rate ticket
ure so legitimate that the system of
a varying price for theatre admission
is not to be abolished, whatever the
managers may say to the contrary.
The recent covenant between different
predominating theatrical Interests
falled completely. The result was
such a general restoration of the cut
rate ticket that all but eight city the.
ntres now dispose of thelr seats In
this way.

It is plain that the public refuses
to agree with the theory of the mana-
gers that every play Is worth the
same price. It has willingly fallen
in with the opinion of those theatre
directors who are content when there
Is no disposition to pay the full price
to acceps what the audiences conslder
the eveniug's entertainment worth to
them. It is true that all plays are
not worth the same price any more
than all books are. It would he con-
sldered Injudiclous for any publisher

1

to demand the same price for every
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book he published whatever its pow-| thinking Is not always reliable, and

ers to entertain might be. Just as
unbusinessllke may it appear, under
present conditions, to expect the same
price to be pald for every play that
Is offered to the public.

There are more theatres than New
York can at present support, the sup-
ply of dramas is small and inferior
and there is hard competition from
many sources which in the past of-
fered no business rivalry to the play-
houses, Theatregoers are therefore
more scrupulous than ever about the
amount they expend for dramatic en-
tertalnment,

It will probably be a long time be-
fore the business of the theatre is put
on such a basis that the low priced
ticket will disappear. It corresponds
to many of the present disturbed con-
ditlons that prevail in the world of
amusements. When the agreament of
all the managers to put an end to this
practice could not prevall it is not
probable that the irregularity can
be prevented. Then there 18 at the
present time no particular reason why
it should be, since the opportunity to
patronize the theatres at half prices
is a much better arrangement for the
managers than any which kept the
public out of the playhousea.

Mr. Houstoa’s Peaceful Report.

While the air is full of fiying re-
ports on mllitary preparedness, the
report of the Secretary of Agriculture
must not be overlooked. Secretary
Houston commands alert attention
by the comprehensive breadth of his
view, and by the positive, construc-
tive nature of the recommendations
for legislation that supplement his
survey of the situation.

Improvement In farming as a busl-
ness must come through any or all of
three ngencles: private enterprise,
practical help from the Department,
and Congressional legislation. Of
these the last is probably the least
directly useful to the individual cul-
tivator of the land and the most
charged with bad possibilities,

Congress, Mr. Houstox holds, can
help the farmers most by a land
mortgage banking act; but rural
credits legislation Is not to be per-
fected without careful Investigation
of the merits of various systems else-
where In operation. In addition to
that the Secretary urges changes in
the conservation programme which
are of deep general interest as mat-
ters involving domestic policy.

Those recommendattons which busl-
ness farmers will read with most in-
terest turo upon the handling, storing
and marketing of produce. Here the
principal source of hope for an im-
proved future is in the contlnuation
and expansion of the Department's
cooperation with farm managers; not
as a supervisor or regulator, but as
A central, counselling agency to as-
sist personal initiative,

Not a Question of the Volume of
Business.

In the memorandum concerning the
effect of the war on British and Amer-
ican exports which is made publie to-
day one aspect of our dispute with
Great Britain, and that not its most
important, Is treated. This detall
was touched on In our note of Octo-
ber 21 to the British Government, but
the substance of that document was
devoted to other matters of graver
moment.

The possible henefit to British
traders ut the expense of neutrals
from the policy of the British Gov-
ernment Is overshadowed by the ques-
tions of International law and prac-
tice Involved In the meuasures adopted
by it. These are not to be settled by
reference to a congress of statisti-
ecians or by the tabulation of custom
house figures. The principles at stake
reduce to triviality the Immediate
effect of abnormal commercial condl-
tions resulting from war,

Man, His Mind and His Cellege.

Hats off to the doctors of psy-
chology, and In particular to the head
of that department in Beloit Col-
lege, Wisconsin. As psychology 1s all
head, let Dr. Karr. WavGH be honor-
ably specified. He has trled to tell
mathematically what college will do
for "a young person's” mind,

The questlon Is as Incapable of
categorical answer as thut which
turns upon the creational priority of
the egg and the chicken. It Is not
the sort of riddle posed In “Why does
a hen cross the street?" or In the im-
mortal prosody of “I'm a philesopher,
and I want to know—why a man
wears red suspenders when he's shov-
elling snow.” What's the use of col-
lege? ‘The appeal Is not to ideals
but to stern fact. So far as expert-
entla docet, the fact Is that college
hurts gome men, Intellectually ; helps
some, and leaves most of them just
about where nature set them down,

But the professor tries to answer
the question in terms of his pecullar
sclence, and the attempt is interest-
ing, whatever its degree of success in
convineing the free mind, To the
stock of Information ecollege adds
nearly 50 per cent., says Dr, Wavan.
Of the quality of the Information
nothing is sald. Parrot heads pass
the entrance examiners: does the In-
crement elevate mediocrity to excel-
lence, or does It spread over a flut
surface just barely superlor to intel-
lectual sea level?

College Increases, by 11 per cent.,,
roughly one-tenth, “speed in learn-
Ing." Does speed in learning run
with quality, and permanence of an-
nexatlon?’' College Increases the
power of concentration by less than
one-twentieth, of associating ideas hy
a little more than one-Aftleth. Plain
business, with its pay envelope moni-

tor, makes a better score Quick

there are times when “the student
who Is least nervous,” and “lowest
in class standing,” I1s a mighty handy
man to have about.

Dr. Wavan's percentages are not
encouraging, but it may be that pey-
chology does not go quite to the root
of the matter.

To Colonel HENRY WATTERSON, the
dean of our profession, the friend of
all mankind except the Hapsburgs and
Hohenzollerns, the beloved of the gods,
including Manrs, MiNErvA and the rea-
sonable DioNtsus, Tae BUN begs leave
to present its hearty congratulations
on this fiftleth anniversary of the be-
ginning of an always felicitous mar-
riage. And to his companion through
& half century of domestic happiness
and distinguished public achievement
congratulations likewise.

Posterity will never understand the
history of this generation without the
detalls of Judge Gary’s dinners,

In the first year of the war the Czar
of Russla sald, as reported, that he
would eat his next Christmaa dinner In
the imperial palace in Berlin. If he
really said it and keeps his word, the
Indications are that it will be a long
time between Christmas dinnera.

A Minnesota school teacher has been
shot at by hunters three timea while
on her way from her home to the little
red school house where she follows her
profession. Following the local cus-
tom, by which schoolmistresses seek
immunity from careless sportamen,
Miss BrowN dresses in a chrome yel-
low wuaist with large black spots, &
red and white striped skirt, a snow
white felt hat with feather of robin's
egK blue, a black siiver spangled belt,
magenta gloves, gray suede wshoes,
uses a parasol of sea green bound
with mauve ribbon and a black fox
muff with lavender ribbon neck sup-
port, bewides ringing a bell in danger-
ous latitudes, If Minnesota hunters
mistake a girl thus apparelled for
game, the coloration of the legitimate
objects of their excursions should
form an [nteresting study.

Somebody now shouts “Graft!” every
time the New York police force ia men-
tioned.—Commissioner ARTHUR WooDs.

True, but the great majority of the
citizens consider the source of the de-
nunciation and pay no attention to It.

Whila Canada has been rendering
eplendid service on the battle line and
contributing generonsly of her re-
sources In behalf of the Hritish Em-
pire, she has had trouble makers at
home, selecting this of all times to
conduct an anti-militarism campaign,
Hexrr Bouvrassa, Natlonalist leader,
might welcome martyrdom as an ald
to his propaganda. But what of the
Canadian annexationists, the small but
persistent company of folks who think
they want to see the Stars and Stripes
floating over their Caplitol? They are
reported to have expressed regret that
the United States did not go into the
war on Germany's slde, so that she
might have taken the Dominion. The
war is bringlng the #gcum to the top
In Canada. Her loyal Government
and people will skim it off and be all
the better for the experience.

Miss FLYNN shuns Paterson —-News-
paper Aeadline.

A mutual detestation soclety?

“Find Gary aystem Inferior" is the
headline over a report of a meetling
of the Schoolmasters Club of Green-
wich, Conn. The GJary system in
politico-gastronomics is worrying the
statesmen of this town,

THE BRONX Y. M. H. A,

An Interpretation of the Real Mission
of the Institution.

To THE EpITOR oF THE SUN—8ir: As a
resldent of The Bronx, and one who is
interested In the development of citizen-
ship, 1 desirs to thank THE BuN for its
support, given editorially, to the cam-
puign for a Bronx Y, M. H. A

To my miud there 18 no movement to-
day mores worthy of the philanthropy
of our men of means Ir the community
than the Y. M, C. A. and the Y. M. H. A,
and kindred assoclations

While the natlons of the Old World
are engaged in a bloodthirsty death
grapple, when the apirit of brotheriy
love has faded into a ghastly vislon of
animal self-preservation and the sur-
vival of the phyrically fittest, while the
lessons that our ancestors have been
teaching thelr desc-ndants, kindness,
cuiture, charity, have been seemingly
forgotten or laid away on the shelf for
wnother day: while tlds heastly rever-
sion to primitive instincts stands belore
our amaszed vislon, Is not this the tims,
is not this the fateful moment when we
must bulld Y. M. ¢ Aws and Y. M
H. As to ecultivite the virtues which
make of us high minded men?”

Now, yvou men of means, you lovers of
Ameriogan Ideals, now s your oppor-
tunity to plant the seeds of universal
brotherhood. I'ledgs to the treasurer,
Robert E. Bimon, at the Unlon Square
Hotel, that you will help raise $585,000
for a Y. M. II. A, In The Bronx, that
moat neglectad section of this ecity.

The boys need the institution and
plead with you Will you answer them?

M. HiLLen FELDMAN,

NEw Yorx, December 18

A Singular Suggestion.

To THE Kprror oF Tue Sun—=E&ir: 1f
promotion In the navy were to go hy
a majority vota of tha present Cabinet,
how long would it be before not a flest
or a shlp would be commanded by an
Annapolis graduata appointed to the
academy froin any BState north of the
Mason-Dixon line? HINNACLE,

GooRGETOWN, December 18
Wesipert's Deer, Game Warden and Be-

lectmen,

To Tum Enitom or Tme Sux—§&ir: 1 note
the "trouble card™ of “A. M. ' on Jdam-
age by deer. The Weatport game warden
either does not know the law or was
‘gaming” “A. M. C." The Siate laws re-
garding collection for Aamage by desr are
very plain and falr to the party suffering
the damage. Further, In cases 1 have
known where it was mecassary to call on
the ¥Fish and Game Commission 1o award
the damages the comimission was liberal
in ita awards.

It “A. M, C" should make his com-
pisint to the selectman of his town within
twenty-four hours of the dlacovery of
damage by desr he would get better treat-
ment than he received from the game
warden. s

Juwgrr Crry, Conn, December 18,

Preparedness.
In days of old
For woe or wea!
Our hearts were osk,
Our heads were stesl

But time has changed
Our hardihood;

Our hearta ars soe!,
Our heads are wood

When foemen come
To play the game
Their heafts are steel,
Their heads the same.

Molanosusen WiLsox,

NEUTRALITY IN CHINA.

Dr. Jenks Presents Another Verslon
of Incldents in the Orlent.

To THR EpITOR oF THE BUN—S8ir: My
attention has been drawn to a syndi-
cated story by F. Cunliffe-Owen which
appeared In Tue BUN of December 12,
I am sorry to say that this etory con.
tained quite a number of Inaccurate and
misleading statements ealculated to in-
Jjure China and the Chiness I'resident In
the eves of Americans. [ do not know
the author, Cunliffe-Owen, except in a
general way by reputution, Consequently
it Is unnecessary for me to say that,
without evidence to the contrary, 1 ab-
solve him of intentionally bearing false
witness against a neutral nation, not-
withstanding his very evident and very
pronounced sympathies with one group
of belligerants,

T am taking the trouble of analysing
through friends in China certain of the
apecific allegations which Cunkiffe-Owen
makes, [ shall here meraly deal with
the general situation, and with some of
hie more glaring, however unintentional,
misstatementsa.

First, let ma draw vour attention to
his assertion as to recent attacks by
rebels “upon the French and English
settiements at Shanghal, attacks which
wera fortunately repulsed, but which
could not have taken place without a
certain amount of connivance on the
part of officlals at Pekin."

The facts with regard to this matter
have already been published by the
press of the Unied States, from inde.
pendent and absolutely rellable sources.
Amarican people will not ha inclined te
discredit the news reported by such rep-
utable news organizationsa as the As-
nociated Press, the Herald, Tue 8UN
the United Preas Association, ves, an
wuch London newspipers am the Times
and Dally 7Telegraph, in favor of ex
parte assertions by Cunliffe-Owen thou:
erands of mnles fromn the firing line. All
thess reputahle neaws associations agreed
that the attacks upon the Chinesa train-
Ing ship, the arsenal and the police de:
pot were engineered and consumimnated
from within the French settlement by
avowed enamies of tha ‘hinese Govern.
ment; and seyeral correspondents as-
sertod that the arms were procured
from Japan, the ally of Lngland and
France; and that commissions signed
by Sun Yat-sen, who is a refugee in
Japan, were found in the possession of
arrested rebels.

Cunliffe<Owen's statament that these
attackas, which by a most daring feat of
mental acrobatics he twists into attacks
upon the *“French and kKnglish settle-
ments at Shanghal” *“could not have
taken place without a certaln amount
of connivance upon the part of the au-
thoritles at Pekin" Is unworthy of any
one who attenmmpts to he in the least ac.
curate, as the facts below show

Americans should be quick to realize
the truth, because China's trouble In this
matter would also ba the trouble of the
American people If the belligerents could
only have their wuy.

China has given and is giving to-day
a marvallous example of perfect neutral-
ity In the face of most exasperating, most
embarrassing, most discouraging cir-
cumetances. A full recital of thesa ofr-

cumstances would fill the pages of geve
eral volumes, One day they will he
written, and they will the

eredit of either Germany, Japan or
Great Britain. 1 am eorry to sayv this,
but it is the truth Fvery wire has
been worked, every wheel has heen

turned. every movement has heoen made
since the outbreak of the world war to
involve and to embarrass China.  The
Germana have heen active there, as they
have heen actlve here.  Hut the Hritish
too have heen active, and It 18 a fact
that behind Sir Edward Greyv's state-
ment alluded to by Cuniiffe-Owen ie o
seeming determination upon the
of carta'n powerful Rritish interests to
crush out of Chita these German trad-

ing connections which German genius
and enterprise has bullt up In a sur-
prisingly short space of time. ng-

land's mmhods in this regard have been
much that we have oflicla]l testimony
that even Japan hesitated for quite a
while to adopt them.

1 am no apologist for Germany, alther
in regard to China or in othar avenues
of German activity, @Germany will be
judged in aceordance with her acts. Rut
even the moet ardent i«German could

not eas'ly be hlinded to tha direction,
the secret motive and the malnspring of
Cunliffe-tmwen's anti-Chinese and antl-
Yuan allegations It 18 a part of a
chorus which {e now very popular among
earfaln imported writers, who 1 oSt
little real . for the litorests of
this commonwealth, wh re obsoserd
with the all perviding convietion, *\Vie-

tory for the Fntente All
80, Japan being ona of these allles, for
the nmment it pleases thera writers to
close their eves to antl-British and ant

French activities and Intrigues eng
neered by Japan In Ching, nnd they
adopt the motif of tha Jananese pross
“Yuan & Japan's enemy, he ust be |
got rid of st all costs!”

Yuan is pletured as the enemy of
Japan and the tool of Germany., Well,

President emi.
eneny of one set

we have ssen onr own
laply plllored as tho

of belllgerents and the tool of others
It 18 well for neutral Americana 10 dis-
count such hinssed levous, unney-
tral aspertions as those nunde by Cun- |
liffa-Owen, Such concoctions, manufne-

tured out of whole cloth by confessedly
prejudiced writers, may make effective

svndicate features, hut they arse bad
food for neutral Americans whosa sym-
thies sghould bte with neutral China,
trying hard to reform, to reorganize and
maintain her neutrality while foreig:
pistols are being aimed at her !

and foreign money and men are «

bined to plugue her from within,
J. W, Jrwxs
Nrw York, Dacamber 18
Roanding Up the Ohlos.
To THE EDiToR oF THe Svoxn--8Nir: In

your paper of Decembter you have a
notice of Oldo O, Harber, tha great
mateh maker, in which you say he is
the only man {n the world whose first
name s Glilo It la evident that you
have not been clear around the world

as T can g!ve you the names of five:

Ohin ¥. Jones, Waosgter, Ohio, who has !
passed over; Ohin Jonnsm Wonster
Ohio; Ohio Benuer, Homesvilie, Ohio
Ohlo Knox, Counetl Bluffs, Towa, and
Ohio knox 2d, Council Bluffs, Jowa

Hut mona of us able to liold a card
financlally with your man, Mr. Ohlo O
Barber of Barbertown, Ohlo,

As for wme, I am proud of my name,

as it has been useful to me through
lfe. Hence T was glad of the oppor.
tunity to write the name of another

Olilo Knox,

My birthplace wias In the only county
nortih of Mason and Dixon's line that
had the courage or waa foolish enongh
to rebel aganinst our Government,  In 1863
they built a fort and occupled It for a
short time only, a8 on the sound of the
first gun they all seattered and did not
even walt to go to the head of the lane
It was Holmes County, Ohlo. 1 enliated
in the Sixteenth Ohio Volunteer Infan-
try on April 18, 1861,

If you can hear of any more Ohlos,
pleasa lat me know through vour paper.

Onro Knox,

CounNciL Ruuers, Towa, December 18,
Why Is It Essential to Enlarge the Pres-

ent Bible?

To Tue Epitorn oF Tue Son—Sir:  Pep.
haps If the contents of the Protestant
Bible were extanded a0 as 1o Includs tha
Apocryphal books the work of reganerat-
iIng the world might progress the more
part passu with euch additional enlght
ening  matter, At any  rate, If heses
Apocryphal hooks possess a llterary or a

part |

es at all contm!™ |

PE——

IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

An Assault on the Integrity of the
Present Promotion System.

To THE EpiTor or THE BUN—Sir: As
there Is no probability, however slight,
that Thomas W. Church.ll will comply
with your request for a full valedictory,
perhaps you will let another “educator”
tell the causes that deadened the llve
wire—for a live wire he promised to be,
But no live wire carries “juice” enough
to electrify an ocean or to move A
mountain: such operations must be left
to elemental force,

Plain ordinary honesty is the one lack
In the system. Mr. Churchill might
not eay It, though I personally belleve
that he thinks it. It is not honest to
promote pupils whose attainments do
not warrant it; no puplil should be pro-
moted whose record Is not 85 per cent.
or even 90 per cent, regularly during
the term. Buperintendent McAndrew, In
a report that evidently came to the at-
tention of ex-President Taft, refers to
the evil effects of long continued §0 per
cent. promotions. Just what other line
of activity would permit of 60 per cent.
attainments? I know of none; yet Dr.
McAndrew Is bold enough to put it in
print, page 14, report of July 1, 1916.

This “trick of the educator's trade"
s a sorry way to teach the youth of
our city the virtues that our colossal
expenditure |s supposed to bring to
them. Buperintendents in each district
permit it, and “approve” for graduation
and admission to high 'schools puplls
who do not even attain that.

About three years ago the curriculum
was almost halved ; just why it Is hard
to see, since the principals, supervised
by district superintendents, were re-
porting dncreasing rates of promotlon.
It would be worth while for the seeker
of light to read the thirteenth annual
report of the city superintendent; on
pages 410-470 the rates of promotion are
given, In many cases 100 per cent., 104
per cent. and 110 per cent. It cost me
my reputation for veracity when I as-
serted, In print and otherwise, that these
{dentical figures were in an officlal re-
port. Yet the fijguren are there, In just
that shape, and no “educator,” prinaipal
or superintendent, was ever called to
account.

Nor Is it on record that any principal
was punished for false reports on his
“success” in putting five dollar educa-
tlon into five cent heads, even after we
read on page 251, eleventh report, that
“many principals, in order to win favor
ut headquarters, report favorably on
new devices regardless of facts,” These
are the identical words of the report,
and If it was not pulting a premium on
dishonesty to let It go at that, then
1 do not know how a premium could
be g0 put.

The wvarious other educational prac-
tices, such as coaching for examinations
for higher license by master coaches
who *“could forecast slx or eight ques-
| tions”  (admitted by the highest au-
thority in an Inveatgation), do not
tend to make a reflecting mind incline
to class “"educators” as a reliable pro-
fession, They have not yet established
4« court of honor or ethics, to test
the claims and reports of professional
practices, as the lawyers and physicians
'have done. ‘The latter two professions
| are occanlonally stirred up to apply their
|u)d.eu of ethlcs in the punishment of
loftenders; the “educators” will never
| nttain A place in the sun as & "profes-
slon” till & similar code, applied to
|thelr numerous charlatana and quacks,
| pretending to turn {nto silk purses ma-
{terial mdapted to other but not better
| purposes, annournces to the world that
lthey will no longer try to fool people
into the belief that education can be got
by any roval road.

We Lhave attained the proud position
| of being Columbia the gam of the ocean,
Ilargely by means of our educational
practices.  Rut the gem !s pinchbheck,
Iand we need a Hooker Washington for
the white race, to show the pinchbeck-
ness of what passes for “education,”
|nnd the wisdom of honesty as the first
step toward reform. HBut | greatly fear
we shall have no full valedictory from
Mr. hurchill, Prudence, after all, is
not a bad quality. RoBERT I". GREEN.
| New Yok, December 18

‘ TEUTONIC WRATH.
| Were the Kalsar Not Basy, Matters
| Here Wonld Be Different.

| Heravsceser Der SUN-—<8{r; 1 am a
German und it makes my blood boll
| when 1 read In DER SUN how two offi-
cers, Captaing Boy-Ed4 and Von Papen, of
(the proud German army are !nsalted in
America,

The Amerlcans would never dars do
this If our great Kalser's hands were not
tied

He is fighting tha world und the great

uncongquerable German army wiil yet be
| vietorious
I'he Kalser und der Germuns did not
| want this war but now that It is forced
on dem they will erush thelr enemies
The great German statesman, HBils-

{marck, sald that the proud German na-
tion was unconquerable und ro it is,

Herr Fditor, T salute vou,

Lupwia voN HEINZPETRR.
| NEW Yonk, December 18
Baker for the Yankees.

To THE Eptron oF Tne SUN—Sir: Now
*ha* peaces '8 reasonably sura In base-
bLall tha aquestlon again arises as to
what Colone! Jacob Ruppert's colleagues
in the American League are golng to do
to strengthen the local team to make
it a contender for the 1918 season, ‘The

| present makeup of the team does not

prre confidence in the breasts of the
adherents of the local cause, fur the ob-

vious reason that two or thres other
teams 10 the learus appear to ba much
sironger than the Yankees, ITturther-
more, for somne renson a8 yet unex-
plained, the owners of themss alread)

teams seem to have littie

formidable
l trouble in purchasing from other teams
in the league the star plavars, while
the owners of tha Yankees esncounter
| tnsummountable obstacles when they en.
I-!ﬂ\\ur to purchase plavers who seam-
'lm.'l\- would
most needed

Take the Baker case, for Instance
Here 18 a plaver, noted for his ahility
to knock out homne runs when they are
most needed, who would increame the
Yankees' batting strength aterially if
| the owners of the !ocal team could pur-
I‘ch e Nhim from Cunnle Mack of the
Athletivs Although Baker has repeat-
i--dn' declared that he will naver again
play  under Mack's standard, the tall
leider of the Athletics ham et a price
on Baker's head which the owners of
the Yankees feel s prohiblitive In view
L of the fact that owing to Haker's ab-
sence from major leagus ball for the
entira senson of 1915 he s somewhat
of an unknown guantity

Neveruhieless, In view of these olrcum-
stances, the owners of the jocal team
are ‘wililug to take a sporting chance
and gamble on the chances of Raker
#howing his former swatting ability If
Connie Mack will set & reasonable figure
for Baker's ralease. Wimt makes the
case  seom ®o  pridiculous to  all fatr
minded hasaball patrons is the fact that
a strong team In New York means in.
creased returna In the shape of large
gAate reoceipta to the owners of all other
tenmis in the American League. Ban
Johnson, the “Czar of Basebail,” should
exert his reputed influence In this par-
tleular case D
NEw York, Decamber 18,

add strength where it |is

At Head and Foot of His Class,
| From the Wheoling Intelligencer
Farmmers residing between Dixon's Run

moral value, it seems narrow and f'\lllilhf‘"”.l MeKim have Just fintshed a rowd be-

tn exelude them. It s time wa liroke
away from the shackiing influence of pure

tdogma. TFE W

(rex Ripar, N 1, December 1§

New Word,
Knicker--Was the slience thick?
Booker—TFositiveiy asphinxiating.

twensn the places They spent six months
on tha work in order that ohildren might
fatiend school at Arschwood, near MeKim

The 1omd

s ons and a gquarter imfles lang,
and at prosent there Ir ane pupl!, Ralph
[ Jackson, attending the sohenl The
teacher, FAward E  lang, spenda each

echool day with his “class’ and the usinl
wudies are taken up.

STUDYING RUSSIAN.

A Class in This Rich and Useful Lan-
guage Is Organized.

To THE KEDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: Of
all the changes wrought In our forelgn
trade Interest by the present European
conflict, one of the moet lasting and far
reaching will probably be our commercial
relations with Russia and the republics
of South America,

This fact leads to the conolusion that
the Russian and BSpanish languages
should be widely and msystematically
taught in this country. &panish has al-
ready been taken up In many schools,
and a brave start has been made with
Russian in Washington and New York.
The language of the Slavs should no
longer be lgnored or neglected as it has
been in this country, HRusslan I8 not 8o
ensy for the American as is Spanish,
but its pronunciation is not more diffi-
cult than i1s that of French. The ul-
phabet, purely phonetic in character, 1]
easlly learned, and a commercial knowl-
edge of the language can, with good in-
struction, be acquired in two or three
years of faithful study.

The treasures of Russian literature
are alone a sufficlent Inducement to
study the language, but when to that I=
added the tremendous advantage from a
commercial point of view, it Is remark-
able that this study has been 80 neg-
lected here. A beginning has been made,
however, within the past couple of
months, In a class organized at the
West Hide Young Men's Christlan Asso-
clation for the study of Russlan, con-
ducted by Mr. Ellas Dourmashkin, a
Russian newspaper man of this city ; and
it promises rich results. P.

New Yomrx, December 18,

THE LOBSTER.

One of the Causes That Account for
Secretary Redfield's Alarm.

To THE Epitor or THE BuN—Sir:
Lobsteria should worry over the facts
mnade publio In Secretary Hedfleld's
Iatest report on the activities of the
bureau of fisheries, The report sets forth
that in the twenty-four years ended
in 1913 the catch of lobsters In the
United 8tates decreased 60 per cent,
while against this decrease in quantity
thers was an Increase of 178 per cent.
in value to the fishermen.

To delay the extinction of the lobstar
in the waters of this country the Hecre-
tary of Commerce suggests a Federal
lohater hatchery and nursery and recom-
mends artificlal propagation on a larger
scale by State Governments. The report
of Mr. Redfield, o far as the summary
at hand shows, mukes no mention of
perhaps the chlef cause of the increasing
lobster scarcity. This Is the catching
and marketing of milllons of young
lobsters In violation of the law,

Thess young <rustacedans are com-
monly known as chicken lobsters. Thelr
commerclal designution s “shorts”
There I8 perhaps not a bay or estuary
In the latitude where lobsters thrive Liat
is not infested by fishermen who derive
a considerable part, and In many cases
the larger part, of their profits from
catohing and marketing “shorts.” When
these unscrupulous lobstermen 1ift their
lines and open thelr pots all lobsters
look allke to them. Those that measure
up tn the lexgal langth can be marketed
openly. Those that are a little or much
too short are put In “cars” and sunk
near this lobsterman's home statlon. To
the lobster car is attached a wmall hemp
line long enougii to reach to the surface,
From the free end of this line a plece
of twine runs to a chip of driftwood
that floata on the water. There {8 noth-
Ing about the chip, twine, line or car
that gives a clue as to whom the cache
of ‘whorts” belongs, If an inepector
should chance to plck up the chip and
so find what is beneath it.

The jaw breaking lobsterman sells a
few of his "shorts'' to private customers
who ~ome sometimas to hig shore head-
quarters in automoblles after telephon-
Ing their orders. T'hese are stowed in
the automohileg hy the filshermen's help-
ers, who kuow all the old and trust to
luck as to new inspectors., and the cus-
tomers, who may have been stroiling
around looking at the scenery, enter
their cars and drive away.

But the heavier part of the dealing in
“shorts” (s with “runners,” men who
with awift motor hoats of forty or fifty
feet length have routes which they
cover after nightfall, pleking up the
“so K" that the fishermen have on hand
Theae boats usually walt till after mid-
| night to make the run to the slip where
| they can market their cargoes. They run
 without sldelights or any other lights
| aboard, and thelr motors are muffied
closely that they make very little naise
The oargoes are delivered before day-
light. and the boats run for home

This business Is golug on in greater
or lesser volume wherever lohsters are
caught If it is not done in the waters
about New York it Is not for lack of
opportunity In good seasonsg the hot-
toms of the channels between tha Nur-
rowa and the sea wnre threaded with
lohster lines. Thirty or forty are sel
between the Narrows and Sandy ook
by fishermen from the New York and
New Jersey shorea

Ro !t is not probable that Ieohsteria
patrans or purveyors, {8 worryving over
Searetary  Hedfleld's report, Large
lobsters can always be obtained by payv-
ing the price, and the Recretary'a sui-
westions, if followed, would ultimately
Increase the supply Meanwhile there
will be a eteady demand for lohste
meat and salad, and there will be an un-
falling supply of the material which can
be uned safely In preparing them

J W

ATrawrro Hiowranos, N J, Dee, 18

“"WHEN 'OMER SMOTE."
Meticnlons Inspection of the Sonrees

of a Great Man's Phrases.

To THR EDITOR oF THE RUN—8|r
zantine Jogothetes, quotha' The sources
of our great Avatar's wisdom ready
ticketed for dissemination are interestir g
tn trace In 1884 Bir Wiillam G{lhert
in his libretto of “I'rincess Ida" wrots
this chorus of soldiers:

When anger spreads hla wiug,
And all seenis dark as night for 1,
There's nothing but te Aght for it

Hut ere you pltch your ring,

Selsct a pretiy slta for i1,
«Thie spot Is sulted quite far 1),

And then yvou gay!y sing,

Oh, T love the folly rattle
Of an ordeal by hattle,
There's an end of tittle-tattlae,

When your enemy (s dead,

Tt's an Aarrant mollycoddle
Fearas a crack upon the nodde,
And he's only fit to swaddle

In & dewny feather bed!

By

Arac
WATERBU'RY, VI, Decembar 1%

“Pacifist

To TA® EDITOR 0¥ TRE Bow—8ir: Parmit
me to accept J. B. H 'a" defy to find the
word ‘“'‘pacifisl” “in the Adictlonaries of
most recent publication. ™

It has rested comfortably on page By
of the Dask Standard Dictlonary for « gss
on twelve mnnths, and may he found o'«
on page 727 of Funk & Wagna &' Comprs
hensive Standard Dictionary, togsther wi |
its varlant “pacificist

According to these standard authori
A paocifist Is “one who advocates a4 polics
of peace, aa oppoaed to mbiltarsn, '’

Ngw Yonk, December 18 D Sysvpax

An Fnraptured Missourl Heporter
From tha Farington [ e

With & hear: a8 purs s rops
trambimg In violels, she wil make the
homa of her hushand a paralisa of en
ohantment ilka ths lovey of her
mirthood, where the heavy toned harp of
marriage with {'s lova strokiog chords of
Aevotion and fond endearmenta sent forth
the aweetast atradns that ever thrled the
eensea with the rhythmic pulsings of & -
static repture

daw i

homne

—————

NEW COMPETITION
INTRADE FORECAS]

National City Bank I'uhlieg
tion Disensses Conditjons
After War Ende,

NEED OF ORGANIZA | iy

In an article entitled = "
zation of Business a I'oss i
uct,”" In the Dweember

Americas, a business g,
lished by the National «
changes In Industrial orga i
warring nations and of (he |
after the declaration of je.

cunssed,

“The first Ave years of jenoe .ar
ticle says, “are expected 15y oo
taln big questions that f R
the minds of men watehing w.,

velopments in the Indusirios of
The questions and thelr aswg
a considerable significar

In this country as it
through the country s

tidus

ma W ITeet e

forvign and de
mestic commerce.  The gist of thas
questions s this: Wil Liine g 4
vigorous part of it, come i ia com
mercial competition With the moongs ef
better Industrial orgnnizat an sy
isted before the war, ro that In o e o
belng poorer through the war's estpy
tion soma of the count wil tuall
put on higher speed in iacture and

commerce than evir before ™
The article polnts out in support of

this question that It is universally he.
lieved that Germany, If {14 Government
remalne unchanged, will eontinue g
carry on the principle of acti o Govery.
ment lnterposition in the contro] of (n
dustry and trade, looking toward ne

tivnal coordination of everything

New Kind of Competition.
“If the war should end to-morrow I

a draw.” the article goes on, “thn furthar
concentration of fndustry that Gernuny
= reported to have already deoded ypon
a8 a4 national polley I case of that oy
come might foree, by dndu ot . BN
thing of the same Kind i Eogland apt
France. Russia Is naturally ued 1y
a certain measure of il

“The direct interest 1 1%ie for the

United Stutes manufic
possibilities of & new Lol «
tion in trade, Durine the
months of the war it was

to think that every one of the be)l
countries of Furope wonll re

la

peace basis with a grea nimen
handicap in the way ol disorgay |
dustries, depleted labor forces trabie e
manufacture with the skl o ar
demanding higher wages, a harden o
taxation increasing costs along the ent'-s
Hne of movement in prod o] A
tribution and an appalling destruction of
weulth.™
The article points ont that Euaror
demonstrated during the war ¢
can be un enormous desiruc )
tain. forms of wealth withoot
ttonal impalrment of the
capacity of a nation.  Thils most
productive abtlity wi'l be the
which the business men o
States must contemnd, it Is statel 7Tla
poseihility of increased personal efficls
of the European workman L Fesu h(
of the discipline of war atl the vigorons 1
purposeful 1ife 18 also put forward aa
nopr wble product of the wa I'ne r
mar le organization of Kuropoan war
dustries  unsde Rovernment ennt
s constdered as= likely to miake an
pression on the industries in the comng
thime of peacs
“It is almost Incredible that i s ‘s
of the English and French I« r
tependence and bulividualism, =oneth ne
o the way of more ecentra f
ordinated organization of
business In England wnd Frar shoy
uot remain alter peace comes kee
commercial competition arses
L]
Deselopment Here
Afrey alling attentior ars
norte of furthe org
ndustries which will re t ‘ }
T millions of doliars t t
s attention to the we B
"'nited States o great ' v 1org |
lectrical power lnes t -
war industries The o f us'ng
one hig generating n
fuctories and electe fle
power ik showr | £
might be gadned |
tion of the coke ! .
states, as ut 1
mroducis are wast
“1t i hardly the @
ontinues, *“fop o fdvies L
something of the lcu of the Lae
SUNPEroOrgadii zalio ! B LY ' ’

empted he
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wming
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along

ontere
husiness men
gurding !
forelg trads
tude s friend
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